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INTRODUCTION 
Advancing Research & Education Together – Annual Metrics Report 

The Provincial Health Services Authority (PHSA) Research & Academic Services are pleased to 
present the eighth annual report on PHSA’s research and student education metrics. This report 
reflects PHSA’s academic health science mandate: advancing world-class research while delivering 
excellence in education and training. 

This report highlights the activities of PHSA programs with established research institutes that play 
a critical role in advancing research and in supporting student clinical practice education: BC Cancer 
Research Institute (BCCRI), BC Children’s Hospital Research Institute (BCCHR), Women’s Health 
Research Institute (WHRI), BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) and the BC Mental Health & 
Substance Use Research Institute (BCMHSUSRI). The report also recognizes the important 
contribution of BC Emergency Health Services (BCEHS) in providing essential training opportunities. 

The University of British Columbia remains PHSA’s primary research collaborator. Additional 
contributions from scholars at Simon Fraser University, the University of Victoria, and the University 
of Northern British Columbia further strengthen PHSA’s research ecosystem. Collaborations with 
these institutions are presented separately in this report, while the core data tables and 
infographics reflect research conducted in partnership with the University of British Columbia. 

The report includes: 

• Dashboards presenting quantitative metrics. 

• Narratives highlighting the impact of PHSA’s research and student education mandate. 

• Program features showcasing impactful outcomes, and infographics. 

• Registry examples demonstrating how PHSA’s provincial datasets are leveraged to address 
key health and health system questions. 

This report illustrates how PHSA research drives benefits in patient outcomes and in the broader 
health system, alongside student education programming that supports provincial priorities for 
health human resources.  

Detailed data are available as Appendices on the PHSA Research website (https://www.phsa.ca/our-
research/research-focus/research-education-metrics). 
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PHSA RESEARCH METRICS  
FISCAL YEAR SUMMARY – PHSA OVERALL 

Indicator Key Measure Description FY 2022-23  FY 2023-24 FY 2024-25 
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1a Total Annual Grant Awards* 
      
     Salary Awards 
     Infrastructure Awards 
     Operating Grants 
     Other 
     COVID-19 Research Funding  
     (included in above categories) 

$190,089,694 
 

$16,573,879 
$6,316,173 

$163,514,856 
$3,684,786 

 
$7,057,997 

$218,873,616 
 

$19,781,724 
$16,998,023 

$181,890,928 
$202,942 

 
$11,026,956 

$276,905,847 
 

$26,609,930 
$78,153,411 

$171,977,755 
$164,751 

 
$3,632,086 

1b Total Annual Grant Awards* (by RISe Sector) 
  
     Government 
     Non-Profit 
     Industry 

 
 

$85,150,160 
$83,475,718 
$21,463,815 

 
 

$102,028,986 
$92,417,844 
$24,426,786 

 
 

$137,706,432 
$111,964,763 

$27,234,653 
1c CIHR Annual Grant Application Success 

Rate - PHSA Overall/National (in %) 
     2024 Fall Project Grant 
     2025 Spring Project Grants 

 
 

45/25 
25/22.4 

 
 

27.8/17.5 
20.0/15.3 

 
 

22.4/17.2 
23.3/15.5 

1d Total # of Publications 4,022 3,802 3,954 
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2a Total # of Research Trainees 3,120 2,982 3,164 

2c 
Total # of Researchers  
(excluding Affiliate Investigator) 963 

 
1,049.5 

 
1084 

2e Research Support Fund Grants  
(Tri-Council only) $4,134,441 $4,036,502 

 
$3,840,697 
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 3a # of Invention Disclosures 31 25 29 

# of Provisional Patent Applications Filed 15 10 2 
# of PCT Applications Filed 5 6 5 
# of Patents Filed/Issued 15/42 17/36 17/24 

3b # of Active License Agreements 133 134 139 

# of Spin-off Companies 20 21 23 
IP Related Revenue – Realized Revenue  $1,767,596 $1,385,147 $2,308,971 
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4a Clinical Trials  
(including non-PHSA PIs utilizing PHSA 
facilities and resources) 
     # of Active Trials at end of FY 
     Cumulative Subject Enrollment at end of FY 

 
 
 

706 
37,266 

 
 
 

712 
31,855 

 
 
 

743 
35,402 

4b Registries as Research Resources 
     # of Research Requests/Approvals 

 
223/165  

 
266/255 

 
283/260 

* Includes Major CFI Infrastructure grants 
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PHSA STUDENT EDUCATION METRICS  
FISCAL YEAR SUMMARY – PHSA OVERALL 

Indicator Key Measure Description FY 2022-23 
 

FY 2023-24 FY 2024-25 
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1a Total Number of Student Hours by Program*  
  BCCH (including Sunny Hill) 
  BCEHS 
  BCW 
  BCMHSUS (Forensics, MH & Addictions, CHS, Red Fish) 
  BC CANCER – all locations 
  BCCDC 
  All Other 

344,384 
124,248 

80,162 
50,668 
42,455 
37,380 

7,246 
2,226 

410,877 
146,788 

94,160 
58,625 
61,040 
39,685 

7,070 
3,509 

418,863 
157,123 

95,366 
61,530 
53,994 
39,480 

8,594 
3,178 

1a Total Number of Students by Program* 
  BCCH (including Sunny Hill) 
  BCEHS 
  BCW 
  BCMHSUS (Forensics, MH & Addictions, CHS, Red Fish) 
  BC CANCER – all locations 
  BCCDC 
  All Other 

2,260 
802 
645 
357 
283 
135 

19 
19 

2,872 
1,012 

823 
389 
450 
148 

21 
29 

2,988 
1,062 

873 
402 
378 
227 

26 
20 

1b Number of Medical Learners (Undergraduate & Post-
Graduate) 
Undergraduate Medical Students  
Visiting undergraduate Medical Students  
Post-Graduate Medical Residents 

 
 

419 
- 

888 

 
 

388 
- 

868 

 
 

379 
143 
924 

1d Total Number of Declined Placement Requests at 
PHSA 
 

239 206 327 

1f Total # of Staff Participating in Preceptor/Educator 
Training  
  Educator Pathway Project  
 

259 
 

302 
 

495 
 

1g Total Number of Preceptors in HSPnet with a 
Placement* 
 

389 354 395 
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2a Total # of Affiliation Agreements  
 

75 64 70 

2b Top 5 Education Institutions by Student Hours - All 
Disciplines* 
University of British Columbia  
BC Institute of Technology 
Justice Institute of BC 
Columbia Paramedic Academy  
Thompson Rivers University 
 

60,198 
71,642 
57,114 
23,296 
20,883 

 

97,624 
72,021 
51,327 
43,025 
22,212 

 

 
 

92,036 
82,835 
54,850 
39,612 
27,417 

M
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or
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3a Number of Hires at PHSA with Previous PE 
Placement* 

568 (12%) 642 (13%) 632 (14%) 

*Excludes undergraduate and post-graduate medical learners. 
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RESEARCH METRICS 
PHSA OVERALL 
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RESEARCH METRICS 
PHSA OVERALL  
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STUDENT METRICS 
PHSA OVERALL 
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RESEARCH METRICS HIGHLIGHTS 
From funding to future talent—PHSA’s research momentum continues 
to grow. 
PHSA is one of Canada's largest academic health science organizations. The organization continues 
to grow as a leading academic health sciences organization, setting new records in both research 
funding and student education during the past fiscal year.  

Research Strength 

Researchers affiliated with PHSA attracted over $276 million in external funding in FY 24/25, up $58 
million from the previous year. These scholars surpassed national averages in both CIHR project 
grant competitions, achieving a 22.9% success rate compared to the national rate of 16.3%.  

The number of researchers affiliated with PHSA grew from 1,050 to 1,084.  In turn, these 
researchers engaged more trainees, with 3,164 trainees in FY 24/25, up from 2,982 in FY 23/24. 

Together, these scholars contributed 3,954 publications in the reporting year. Revenue from the 
federal Research Support Fund was slightly reduced from $4M to $3.8M. 

Enabling innovation at PHSA generated $2.31M in intellectual-property (IP) related revenue, an 
increase of $924K (67%) over last year. There were 29 invention disclosures up from 25, and 139 
active licensing agreements up from 134. Two new spinoffs were launched, bringing the total to 23 
active companies across PHSA. 

In line with the provincial priority to increase clinical trial activity in BC, the number of active trials 
continued to expand, with 743 in FY 24/25, up from 712.  More residents of BC participated in 
clinical trials, with participant enrollment increasing by 11%, from 31,855 in FY 23/24 to 35,402 in FY 
24/25. 

Together, these results demonstrate PHSA’s accelerating research momentum—securing record 
funding, growing talent, and transforming discoveries into real-world health benefits for patients 
and communities. 

 

RESEARCH IMPACTS AND OUTCOMES 
Translating Discovery into Better Care and Health System 
Improvements 

While quantitative metrics demonstrate the scale of PHSA’s research enterprise, the real impact of 
its academic health sciences mandate is evident in the outcomes and innovations that directly 
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benefit patients, populations, and the health system. Researchers affiliated with PHSA, and their 
partners continue to contribute new guidelines, diagnostics, treatments, and methodologies that 
advance prevention, care, and system design. 

Key Research Outcomes in FY 24/25 

Each PHSA research institute contributed notable achievements this year. The examples below, 
provided by the institutes, showcase this breadth of impact, with more detailed highlights included 
in the Program Highlights section. 

• BC Cancer Research Institute (BCCRI): The Prince George site opened its first systemic 
therapy clinical trial for colon cancer, enabling access to advanced research 
opportunities to people living in northern BC (Principal Investigator: Dr. Jon Loree) 

• BC Children’s Hospital Research Institute (BCCHR) BCCHR pioneered a rapid, 
proteomics-guided clinical approach that matched a young cancer patient to an 
effective treatment in time to directly inform their care — a first in BC (Principal 
Investigators: Dr. Philipp Lange & Dr. James Lim) 

• Women’s Health Research Institute (WHRI): The first provincial menopause study 
(HER-BC) engaged over 2,100 women across BC, producing key recommendations that 
raised awareness and improved support for women in midlife (Principal Investigator: Dr. 
Lori Brotto) 

• BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC): This national clinical trial explored a new 
option of STI reduction and prevention across BC and Canada through a daily dose of 
doxyPrEP among gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men living with HIV, 
leading to a national clinical trial that may offer a new option for prevention across BC 
and Canada (Principal Investigator: Dr. Troy Grennan) 

• BC Mental Health & Substance Use Services Research Institute (BCMHSUSRI): 
Access to opioid agonist treatment (OAT) during incarceration was shown to 
significantly reduce overdose risk after release, underscoring the need for sustained 
treatment across the justice system (Principal Investigator: Dr. Amanda Slaunwhite) 

 

In addition to BC Cancer, PHSA's Provincial Clinical Programs and Health Improvement Networks 
also undertake research often using provincial registries and longitudinal datasets.  These registries 
and datasets form a powerful resource, offering insights that advance research, improve patient 
outcomes, and shape the health system. In FY 24/25, a wide range of research questions were 
studied through these programs and datasets.   

Grouped thematically, these examples showcase the wide scope and influence of PHSA’s provincial 
reach.  

• Cancer Care & Screening: Advancing diagnosis, treatment response, and survival 
outcomes in liver, breast, ovarian, and lung cancers through enhanced screening, 
biomarkers, and therapies. 
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• Cardiac, Renal & Transplant Health: Optimizing post-surgery interventions, kidney disease 
management, and fairness in organ transplant allocation. 

• Maternal, Child & Women’s Health: Investigating wildfire smoke exposure, iron deficiency, 
pregnancy interventions, autism spectrum disorder (ASD) risk factors, contraception access, 
and rare pediatric disease diagnosis. 

• Infectious Disease & COVID-19: Assessing the long-term impacts of COVID-19, including 
Long COVID, myocarditis, diabetes, and cardiovascular risks, alongside broader infectious 
disease prevention strategies. 

• Trauma & Critical Care: Improving outcomes for patients with spinal cord injuries, burns, 
and occupational trauma to strengthen emergency and hospital care models. 

• Equity, Access & Health Systems: Examining rural vs. urban cancer care, contraception 
deserts, postpartum care models, medical assistance in dying (MAiD) organ donation 
policies, and equity in service delivery. 

• Innovation, Data & Environment: Leveraging artificial intelligence (AI) and big data to 
refine prediction and personalization, developing new biomarkers, and reducing the 
environmental footprint of healthcare delivery. 

Together, these themes demonstrate how PHSA’s programs and datasets serve as powerful engines 
of discovery—enabling research that advances patient outcomes, informs policy, drives innovation, 
and strengthens the health system for communities across British Columbia. 

 

STUDENT EDUCATION METRICS HIGHLIGHTS 
PHSA continues to expand its role in training the next generation of 
health professionals. 
PHSA supports learning for students from all disciplines of the health-care team across its 
programs. Student practice education includes placements that occur in health settings for 
students enrolled in recognized academic institutions as part of their program requirements (this 
does not include employed students or learning experiences without a post-secondary partner). In 
FY 24/25, PHSA welcomed 4,435 students in placements, including: 

• 1,184 Nursing students 
• 1,804 Interprofessional students, including 880 Paramedics  
• 379 Medical Undergraduates 
• 143 Visiting Medical Undergraduates 
• 924 Residents 

Student learning was supported by 395 active preceptors, with 495 preceptors further 
strengthening their teaching skills through education sessions offered by Learning & Development 
teams across PHSA and BCEHS. PHSA utilizes the provincially developed Educator Pathway Program 
to support staff who host students during the clinical placement component of their health care 
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education programs.  Level 1 of the Educator Pathway provides key concepts, tools, and resources 
for preceptors. 

PHSA maintained education affiliation agreements with 70 academic institutions. The top five 
partners contributing the most placement hours (excluding medical students) were the University 
of British Columbia (UBC), BC Institute of Technology (BCIT), Justice Institute of BC (JIBC), Columbia 
Paramedic Academy, and Thompson Rivers University (TRU). 

Placements continue to serve as a key recruitment pathway: this year 632 newly hired health 
professionals reported that their placement experience influenced their decision to work at PHSA. 

Together, these results demonstrate PHSA’s vital role in preparing future health-care professionals, 
strengthening preceptor capacity, and building the workforce of tomorrow. 

 

STUDENT EDUCATION IMPACTS AND 
OUTCOMES 
Transforming student experiences into future health-care leadership. 
While the quantitative metrics in this report highlight the scale of student placements across 

disciplines and programs, PHSA’s impact extends beyond numbers. In collaboration with provincial 

student practice education network partners, PHSA advances new guidelines, system-wide 

planning, and connections that strengthen placement coordination, enhance student learning, and 

support career pathways. 

Key Student Education Outcomes in FY 24/25 
Under the Provincial Student Practice Education Policy, PHSA is recognized as a provincial leader in 

supporting student practice education by: 

• Facilitating provincial collaboration through hosted forums and shared platforms 

• Stewarding the development and maintenance of Provincial Practice Education Guidelines 

and Standards 

• Maintaining the Health Sciences Placement Network (HSPnet) database and providing data 

and analytics to guide planning, coordination, and evidence-informed decisions 

Because of the specialized services PHSA delivers, the organization supports students who will 

become future members of health-care teams across the province—and often welcomes them back 

as employees upon completion of their programs. To understand the impact of placements, new 

employees are asked: If you had a student practice experience at PHSA, did it influence your decision to 

return as an employee? 
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Each year, responses highlight the value of preceptors, leaders, and teams in shaping student 

experiences and inspiring future careers: 

 

 “I find PHSA to be a deeply inspiring organization. Its dedication to excellence in health care and focus 

on fostering a positive and inclusive work culture are evident throughout the orientation.” 

 

 “My practicum experience was great. The staff who mentored me were very helpful and taught me a lot 

and allowed me to work hands-on, which is great for a better learning experience.” 

 

 “I am happy to be back as an employee after my placement. I love the respect and inclusion shown by all 

staff at the facility.” 

 

 “I love the organization and what it stands for. I thoroughly enjoyed my practicum, and it fueled my 

passion to work with our amazing patients.” 

 

These stories highlight the ripple effect of student practice education at PHSA: from mentorship to 
belonging, from practicum to career, and from learning today to leading tomorrow. 
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BC CANCER 
  

  RESEARCH METRICS 
  STUDENT EDUCATION METRICS 
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RESEARCH METRICS 
BC CANCER RESEARCH INSTITIUTE  
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RESEARCH METRICS 
BC CANCER RESEARCH INSTITIUTE  
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KEY OUTCOMES 
BC CANCER RESEARCH INSTITIUTE  
BC Cancer Research Institute has provided the following highlights. Details are available in the 
supplementary report. 
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KEY OUTCOMES 

BC CANCER RESEARCH INSTITIUTE  
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KEY OUTCOMES 

BC CANCER RESEARCH INSTITIUTE  
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STUDENT METRICS 

BC CANCER  
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BC CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

  

  RESEARCH METRICS 
  STUDENT EDUCATION METRICS 



PHSA RESEARCH AND STUDENT EDUCATION METRICS | 23 

RESEARCH METRICS 
BC CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ar
ro

w
s 

in
di

ca
te

 p
er

ce
nt

ag
e 

ch
an

ge
 c

om
pa

re
d 

to
 F

Y 
20

23
-2

4.
 In

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 
in

cl
ud

es
 o

ne
-ti

m
e 

$6
4M

 C
an

ad
a 

Fo
un

da
tio

n 
fo

r I
nn

ov
at

io
n 

gr
an

ts
 fo

r a
 B

CC
H

R 



24 | ANNUAL SUMMARY REPORT 2024-25 

RESEARCH METRICS 

BC CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE  
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KEY OUTCOMES 
BC CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE  
BC Children’s Hospital Research Institute has provided the following highlights. Details are available 
in the supplementary report. 
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KEY OUTCOMES 
BC CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
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STUDENT METRICS 
BC CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
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WOMEN’S HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

  

RESEARCH METRICS  
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RESEARCH METRICS 
WOMEN HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITIUTE  

 

 

  

Arrows indicate percentage change compared to FY 2023-24 
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RESEARCH METRICS 
WOMEN HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITIUTE  
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KEY OUTCOMES 
WOMEN HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITIUTE  
Women’s Health Research Institute has provided the following highlights. Details are available in 
the supplementary report. 
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KEY OUTCOMES 
WOMEN HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITIUTE  
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KEY OUTCOMES 
WOMEN HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITIUTE  
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BC WOMEN’S HOSPITAL & HEALTH CENTRE 

  

STUDENT EDUCATION METRICS  
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STUDENT METRICS 
BC WOMEN’S HOSPITAL & HEALTH CENTRE 
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BC CENTRE FOR DISEASE CONTROL/UBC CDC 

  

  RESEARCH METRICS 
  STUDENT EDUCATION METRICS 
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RESEARCH METRICS 
BC CENTRE FOR DISEASE CONTROL/UBC CDC  
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KEY OUTCOMES 
BC CENTRE FOR DISEASE CONTROL/UBC CDC 
BC Centre for Disease Control has provided the following highlights. Details are available in the 
supplementary report. 
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KEY OUTCOMES 
BC CENTRE FOR DISEASE CONTROL/UBC CDC  
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STUDENT METRICS 
BC CENTRE FOR DISEASE CONTROL 
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BC MENTAL HEALTH & SUBSTANCE USE 
SERVICES 

  

  RESEARCH METRICS 
  STUDENT EDUCATION METRICS 
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RESEARCH METRICS 
BC MENTAL HEALTH & SUBSTANCE USE SERVICES  
RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
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KEY OUTCOMES 
BC MENTAL HEALTH & SUBSTANCE USE SERVICES  
RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
BC Mental Health & Substance Use Services Research Institute has provided the following 
highlights. Details are available in the supplementary report. 
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RESEARCH METRICS 
PROVINCIAL PROGRAMS, REGISTRIES AND DATASETS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Additional information on registries and datasets is available in the appendices on the PHSA Research website. 
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